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Man Found Guilty, Gets Life In Cheerleader Slaying Case
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PITTSBURGH -- A man who fatally stabbed his 16-year-old cheerleader ex-girlfriend is found guilty and sentenced
to life in prison without the possibility for parole.
John Mullarkey Jr. was found guilty of first-degree murder in the Aug. 15, 2007, stabbing death of Demi Cuccia, the
younger sister of a close friend of his who had been his on-again, off-again girlfriend.
"I'm just glad to see justice served,” said the victim’s father Gary Cuccia. “My daughter was brutally murdered.
Nobody deserves to die like that."
After just one hour of deliberation, the jury convicted Mullarkey of first-degree murder for the death of 16-year-old
Demi Cuccia. In Pennsylvania the conviction carries a mandatory life sentence with no possibility of parole.
Jurors left the courtroom without talking to reporters, but their quick deliberation indicates that they sided with the
prosecutor’s highly-charged closing argument.
Prosecutor Mark Tranquilli said Mullarkey is a controlling and selfish individual who killed Cuccia simply because, fed
up with his lies, she finally broke up with him.
With pun intended, Tranquilli said, "The defendant’s Accutane defense was a bunch of Mullarkey."
Earlier on Monday, an Allegheny County judge refused to grant a mistrial for the defense who claimed the acne
drug Accutane caused mood problems which led Mullarkey to fatally stab Cuccia.
Cuccia, a Gateway High School cheerleader, was stabbed 16 times, mostly in the upper left chest, arm and
shoulder, with a folding knife. Mullarkey then slashed a 10-inch gash across his own throat after stabbing Cuccia.
Mullarkey's attorney had acknowledged his client stabbed Cuccia but said it wasn't premeditated murder.
Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., of Nutley, N.J., pulled Accutane off the market Friday citing concerns over pricing of a
generic version of Accutane and other issues. Judge Jeffrey Manning on Monday ruled the trial wasn't tainted
because the drug company's decision has nothing to do with the defense's claims that Accutane affected the
defendant.
SLIDESHOW: Photos From Scene Of Slaying
On Friday, testimony concluded in the trial for a Monroeville man accused of fatally stabbing his cheerleader
ex-girlfriend. The defense argued that, at the time of the stabbing, Mullarkey was in a psychotic state brought on by
his use and sudden discontinuance of the acne drug, Accutane.
The prosecution called a dermatologist to testify as a rebuttal witness to counter the defense’s claim that an abrupt
stop to use of the drug can bring on sudden rage and psychosis.
"It's completely unbased on anything scientific,” said rebuttal witness Dr. Mark Seraly. “Its complete speculation."
Seraly called Accutane a “miracle drug” and said he has treated more than 3,000 patients with the medication, and
none reported suicide depression or rage.
Mullarkey's attorney attempted responded by pointing to the drug's FDA warning and saying the drug is even
banned in France.
However, the prosecutor's expert witness countered by saying the FDA warnings were for possible severe birth
defects more than anything else.
On Thursday, the prosecution rested its case against Mullarkey. The last person called to the stand by the state was
his closest friend, 19-year-old Greg Bouman. He testified to the jury that Mullarkey was depressed by the on-again,
off-again relationship with Cuccia.
Bouman told the court Mullarkey wanted to get back together with Cuccia or end the relationship for good.
He also told the court a few days before Cuccia’s stabbing death that Mullarkey grabbed a screwdriver and
threatened to break the windows of a truck belonging to another teen who was visiting Cuccia.
For the first time since the trial began, Thursday’s testimony drove the victim's family from the courtroom.
Bouman also testified that Mullarkey complained at least once about his use of Accutane, saying Mullarkey thought
the acne drug made him depressed.
Mullarkey's defense attorney, Robert Stewart, contends the defendant started taking Accutane about four months
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before the crime.
Accutane is prescribed as an acne drug of last resort because the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has linked it to
episodes of suicide and depression. It's made by Hoffmann-La Roche Inc., of Nutley, N.J., whose Web site claims
the drug can cause "serious mental health problems," including depression, suicide and psychosis, defined on the
site as "seeing or hearing things that are not real."
Forensic pathologist Dr. Todd Luckasevic told the court on Thursday that many of Cuccia's knife wounds were 2 to 3
and a half inches deep. One stab wound to the chest was so forceful it broke a bone, he said.
Luckasevic testified there were no defense wounds to Cuccia's hands because, due to massive hemorrhaging, she
would have been unable to fight back.
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